
T   he Ohio State livestock judging team has ac-
complished tremendous success for the pro-
gram this spring. The team first competed at 

the National Western Stock Show (NWSS) in Denver, 
Colorado on January 16-17th, where they finished 
seventh overall out of 
22 teams in the live-
stock judging contest. 
Which not only beat 
the overall record 
for an OSU team at 
the NWSS, but also 
marked the team’s first 
top ten finish in all 
divisions at the con-
test. Levi Criswell of 
Marion, Ohio, placed 
11th overall and was 
high individual in 
the sheep/goat divi-
sion. Tonya Fender of 
Lynchburg, Ohio was 
individually fourth in 
the swine division. 
    
    Denver is also unique in that it holds a Carload con-
test in which pens of cattle are ranked on their quality, 
where Jake Ruffing of Republic, Ohio took home top 
honors in this contest and was named high individual, 
helping the team to finish fourth overall. Ruffing is the 
first Ohio State student to win this event. 

   In February the team headed to Jackson, Mississip-
pi for the Dixie National intercollegiate beef judging 
contest, where the team was named reserve champi-
ons. The team was second in every category of the 
contest. Courtney Tarvin of Mt. Olivet, Ky. was ninth 

overall, while Levi Criswell finished tenth and Zach 
Bartenslager, Lewisburg, W. Va., was eleventh overall 
in the contest. Jake Ruffing was seventh in the Conti-
nental division, Lydia Ulry, Johnstown, Ohio, eighth 
in market steers, Megan Hunker, Bellevue, Ohio, and 

Tonya Fender, 
Lynchburg, Ohio, 
finished tenth in 
Brahman and En-
glish cattle, respec-
tively.
   
    At the Houston 
Livestock Show 
and Rodeo on 
March 17th the 
team posted its first 
top five finish in a 
decade at a contest 
with more than 20 
teams competeing 
and set a new OSU 
reasons record as 
well. Zach Bar-

tenslager of Lewisburg,W. Va. was awarded tenth place 
in the sheep and goat division. Courtney Tarvin of Mt. 
Olivet, Ky. finished third in cattle, and Levi Criswell of 
Marion, Ohio followed her in fourth to lead OSU to a 
third place team finish in that species. Tonya Fender 
of Lynchburg, Ohio finished fourth in overall class 
placings. The team was very excited about the top five 
finish and setting a new reasons record. 

    The final contest of the spring was the All East 
Livestock Competition on April 10-12, where the team 
finished second in the judging portion of the contest, 
third in elevation and selection; the team finished third 
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Calendar of Events

April 26 Saddle & Sirloin Livestock 
Judging Contest

April 30 State FFA Livestock CDE Fi-
nals

May 15 16th Annual Buckeye Livestock 
Golf Classic

June 23-25 Buckeye Livestock Judging 
Camp

July 25 State 4-H Livestock Judging      
Contest

September 8 National Barrow Show 
Swine Judging Contest

September 26, 27, 28 Flint Hills Classic, 
Mid America Classic and Ak-Sar-Ben     
Collegiate Livestock Judging Contests

October 4 Keystone International Live-
stock Exposition Livestock Judging 

Contest

October 17, 18 Boilermaker Classic 
Livestock Judging Workout and 

Stockman Livestock Judging Contest

October 31 American Royal Collegiate 
Livestock Judging Contest

November 17 North American Interna-
tional Livestock Exposition Collegiate 

Livestock Judging Contest
The OSU team at Dixie Nationals in Jackson, Missis-
sippi. 

Summer Plans for the Team:
Zach Bartenslager- 4-H Extension Internship in Gree-
brier County, West Virginia.
Levi Criswell- Operating family’s club goat business in 
Marion.   
Tonya Fender- Cargill Internship in Wilmington. 
Megan Hunker- Design Internship in Columbus.
Jake Ruffing- Beef Marketing Intern for Select Sires in 
Plain City. 
Cody Shafer- Crop Production Services Internship in 
Campbellstown. 
Courtney Tarvin- Finalist awaiting reply for Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture Internship. 
Lydia Ulry- 4-H Extension Internship in Columbus.   

overall. This contest was a 3-day competition covering 
market animal evaluation and pricing, breeding ani-
mal selection and a typical livestock judging contest 
consisting of twelve placing classes and eight sets of 
oral reaons. Cody Shafer was high individual in the 
livestock judging contest. Overall for the combined 
contest Lydia Ulry placed sixth overall, while Zach 
Bartenslager received ninth overall. 

The OSU Team at the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo. 
Back left to right, Kyle Culp, Zach Bartenslager, Cody Shafer, 
Emily Limes. Front left to right, Jake Ruffing, Megan Hunker, 
Courtney Tarvin, Lydia Ulry and Levi Criswell. 

Jamaica 
   Members of the current team, (Courtney Tarvin, 
Tonya Fender and Cody Shafer), 2013 team (Megan 
Moorman), and coach Kyle Culp and wife Ashley Culp 
partnered with Showpig.com and WorldChangers to 
give back to the Global community. The team traveled 
to Jamaica on February 20-23rd to help build a hog 
barn for a family that is starting to raise swine. This 
was a life changing experience for all involved and 
the OSU livestock judging team can not thank Kevin 
and Megan Wendt, along with Showpig.com for the 
experience. 

Reflection on a Great Four Years

   I am in the midst of completing my last semester of 
coursework toward my Ph.D., which has caused me to 
reflect upon my time at OSU and ponder the future.  
After several discussions with my wife and other 
family members, I have decided to step down from 
coaching our LJT at the conclusion of the 2014 season 
this fall.  Animal Sciences Department Chairman, Dr. 
Ron Kensinger, and I have spoken several times about 
a possible future with OSU, but nothing firm has been 
set.  I will spend the summer months contemplating 
my career options.  

   As this chapter in my life closes, I’d like say a huge 
THANK YOU to all of the supporters and friends I 
have made as a result of working with our team.  I 
am not a Buckeye by birth, but I have certainly felt 
welcomed by the OSU family.  The support of our 
LJT by stakeholders has been tremendous.  Next year 
we will have nearly doubled the travel budget since 
2010, and we will have over $12,000 in scholarship 
money to award OSU LJT team members.  That bump 
in financial contribution is a true testament to the 
commitment our supporters have for this program.  
We couldn’t do what we do without each one of you.

    There are certainly a few things I would have done 
a little differently, but I am very proud of what our 
students have accomplished during my tenure.  One 
of the things I am most proud of is the success of our 
youth outreach efforts.  We have hosted approximately 
70 4-H and FFA students each year at our annual 
Buckeye Livestock Judging Camp.  I believe there are 
eight students from Ohio that will be entering junior 
college livestock judging programs as freshman next 
year that are receiving partial or full scholarships for 
two years.  I can’t help but think our youth programs 
have helped open doors for several of those young 
people.  Hopefully, all of those students will one 
day want to become official OSU Buckeyes, and 
transfer back here to represent this wonderful state 
and university at the senior college level.  I believe 
many people would agree that our youth are the most 
important investments for the future, and ours is 
certainly looking bright.

  
 Our competitive efforts will always be the most 

visible measure of success.  I won’t spend too much 
time on that other than to mention we are currently 
ranked sixth in the livestockjudging.com collegiate 

power ranking.  I believe that is the highest ranking we 
have achieved since the inception of that rating system.  
      The true measure of our success will come in the 
careers and lives of the students that have come through 
our program.  Every student I have coached has attained 
a position in industry or continued their education at 
the graduate level in a timely manner after leaving OSU.  
They will make OSU proud, just as they have already 
made me proud to say I coached them.  
   It has been a great ride.  Thank you so much for the 
support and the opportunity.

Sincerely,

Kyle Culp

Pictured above is the team after the All East banquet, they were 
the 3rd overall team in the 3-day event at Purdue Unvierstiy.  

2015 Judging Team 
We are happy to announce that there are several 
Buckeyes currently attending out-of-state junior 
college judging programs that are planning to transfer 
to OSU. Jordan Fledderjohann from Botkins, OH 
currently attends Lake Land College, and Trevor 
Kirkpatrick of Washington Courthouse, OH is 
currently at Black Hawk College and they both will 
transfer in the fall. Kelsie Hinds of Newcomerstown, 
OH is a student at Lake Land College as well and 
plans to transfer back in the spring. We are excited 
about the potential they bring forth to the program! 






